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SUBJECT: OAU’S TWELFTH ANNIVERSARY: OAU AND ETHIOPIAN 
STATEMENTS 

1. TO COMMEMORATE TWELFTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SIGNING OF THE OAU 
CHARTER ON MAY 25, 1963, OAU ADMINISTRATIVE SECGEN WILLIAM ETEKI 
MBOUMOUA AND BRIG. GEN. TEFERI BANTI, CHAIRMAN OF THE ETHIOPIAN 
PROVISIONAL MILITARY ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL, ISSUED STATEMENTS 
FOR THE OAU AND ETHIOPIA, RESPECTIVELY. 

2. ADMIN SECGEN MBOUMOUA'S STATEMENT EXHORTED OAU MEMBERS TO 
PUSH FORWARD TOWARDS THE COMPLETE LIBERATION OF ALL AFRICAN 
TERRITORY AND TO AVOID BECOMING SELF-SATISFIED OR COMPLACENT 
WITH THE PROGRESS MADE THUS FAR. MBOUMOUA CALLED FOR "AN AGONIZ- 
ING REAPPRAISAL" OF THE CONCEPT OF AID BETWEEN UNEQUALLY DEVELOPED 
NATIONS. HE ASKED RHETORICALLY WHETHER THE TIME HAD NOT COME FOR 
AFRICAN NATIONS TO GIVE FOREIGN AID "ONLY A MARGINAL ROLE" AND 
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CONCEPT, HE SAID, THE OAU HAS CHOSEN AS ITS THEME DURING THE 
TWELFTH ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATION 'AFRICA HELPS AFRICA' 1 . 

3. IN HIS STATEMENT, BRIG. GEN. TEFERI RECALLED THE FOUNDING OF 
THE OAU IN ADDIS ABABA TWELVE YEARS AGO AND NOTED THE PROBLEMS 
CURRENTLY FACING AFRICA, PARTICULARLY IN SOUTHERN AFRICA. THE 
CHAIRMAN'S STATEMENT WAS NOTABLE FOR ITS REFERENCE TO "THE PROBLEM 
OF DJIBOUTI WHICH IS LOCATED IN OUR REGION." TEFERI STATED "THE 
PEOPLE OF DJIBOUTI HAVE CLOSED HISTORIC, GEOGRAPHICAL, RELIGIOUS, 
DEMOGRAPHIC AND ECONOMIC TIES WITH THE PEOPLE OF ETHIOPIA. FOR 
THESE REASONS, IT IS OBVIOUS THAT THE GENERAL WELL-BEING AND SECURITY 
OF OUR TWO PEOPLES ARE INTERDEPENDENT." HE THEN ADDED THE EPMG 
WARMLY SUPPORTS THE RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE OF DJIBOUTI TO DETERMINE 
THEIR OWN FUTURE WITHOUT EXTERNAL INTERFERENCE. 

4. COMMENT: TEFERI'S STATEMENT IS PART OF AN EPMG EFFORT TO 
BUTTRESS EPMG POLICIES VIS-A-VIS ERITREA AND TFAI WITH OAU 
SUPPORT BY REFERENCE TO OAU CHARTER PROVISION FOR THE PRESERVATION 
OF AFRICAN COUNTRIES' TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY AND DECOLONIZATION. 

BY STRESSING ETHIOPIAN INTERDEPENDENCE WITH THE PEOPLES IN TERRITORY 
AND THE TFAI'S INTEGRITY, AND BYEMPHASIZING THAT THE TERRITORY'S 
FUTURE SHOULD EVOLVE WITHOUT "EXTERNAL INTERFERENCE," THE EPMG HOPES 
TO SET THE STATE TO BLOCK THE EXPECTED SOMALI THRUST VIS-A-VIS 
DJIBOUTI AT THE UPCOMING OAU OM/SUMMIT IN KAMPALA. IT ALSO THUS 
HOPES TO SHORT CIRCUIT ANY ATTEMPT BY HOSTILE STATES TO RAISE 
THE ERITREAN ISSUE THERE, OR IN MOGADISCIO AT THE UPCOMING ARAB 
LEAGUE MEETING, IF POSSIBLE. 

5. EMBASSY POUCHING STATEMENTS ADDRESSEE POSTS. 
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